
Rani Abbakka Devi
Due to the entry of the Portuguese in the 16th century,  

Tulunadu became a hotbed of unrest. When more than fourteen 
sub dynasties like the Bangas, Ajilas, Chautas, Sawantas, were 
engaged in conflict amongst themselves. It then inevitable that 
they had to fight against the Europeans as well. The political 
centres of the Banga dynasty were Belthangady, Uppinangady, 
Nanadvara and Mangalore, and the Chautas were Ullala, Puttige 
and Mudabidre region. These dynasties belonged to the Jain 
community. The Chautas of Ullal rose to power during the 12th 
century.

The names of elder Rani Abbakka Devi (1554-1588) and 
younger Rani Abbakka Devi (1594-1640) shine like the brightest 
stars in Indian history. The elder Rani Abbakka Devi was married 
to Kamaraya II, and her daughter, the younger Rani Abbakka Devi 
was married to Lakshmappa Bangarasa, the IV. Both Kamaraya 
and Lakshmappa belonged to the Banga dynasty. The mother-
daughter duo held great expertise in warfare and other state 
crafts and were popular amongst their subjects. When the Banga 
dynasty succumbed to the Portuguese rule and was prepared to 
pay tribute, the elder Rani Abbakka Devi opposed it. Elder Rani 
Abbakka Devi resisted the Portuguese until her last breath, while 
the younger Rani Abbakka Devi continued her mother’s revenge 
and fulfilled her mother’s dreams.

The difference of opinion between the Lakshamappa 
Bangarasa and Younger Abbakka on payment of tribute to the 
Portuguese increased to such an extent that she left the Palace of 
her husband in Mangalore with her three children and assumed 
the throne at Ullal, inherited from her mother. She was ready to 
face Portuguese in war than to offer them tribute.

The war continued for a long time. In 1617, when the 
Portuguese looted a merchant ship of Abbakka, enroute to 
Saudi Arabia, she was gravely enraged. This incident led to the 
great war against the Portuguese in 1618. Abbakka got the help 
of Venkatappa Nayaka of Keladi, who also saw the Portuguese 
and the Bangas as his enemy. The Portuguese Navy, which had 
an excellent reputation internationally, was destroyed by Rani 
Abbakka with her meagre military force in her war against 
the Portuguese in 1618. In this war, Portuguese military leaders 
Miranda and D’Mello narrowly escaped.

This news spread like wildfire in Europe. More or less, 
after this incident, the coastal belt was freed from Portuguese 

interference.

As suggested by Shah Abbas, the king of Persia, Italian 
traveller Pietro Dalla Valle came to Ullal in 1623 to meet Rani 
Abbakka. He gets inspired by his meeting with the queen in 
Manel. His description of this exceptional meet can be found in 
his travelogue. Had Rani Abbakka not defeated the Portuguese 
with her skilled war tactics, the possibility of the Portuguese 
ruling India instead of the Britishers had a  high chance.

Rani Abbakka was as well known for her war tactics and 
state crafts as her love towards her subjects, governance and 
justice. Such an extraordinarily brave woman who belongs to the 
Tuluva soil is a matter of great pride to the entire nation. Despite 
being the queen of a small province like Ullala, she dared to erupt 
against the European forces and defeat the Portuguese. Hence, 
it is only apt to say that Braveheart is the first Indian freedom 
fighter to fight against the European powers.

The Portuguese had made several attempts to capture Ullal, 
strategically placed. But Abbakka had repulsed each of their attack 
with sheer courage and ingenuity. The queen’s story is retold from 
generation to generation through folk songs and yakshagana, the 
popular folk theatre, In bootaradhana, (which literally means 
appeasing the possessed, a local ritual dance) the personal 
in trance narrates the great deeds of Abbakka Devi.  Abbakka, 
dark and good looking, always dressed in simple clothes like a 
common village woman.  She rode the horse stately and worked 
deep into the night dispensing justice.

Rani Abbakka, though a Queen  of a little known small 
princely state, Ullal, was magnetic woman of indomitable 
courage and patriotism.  While Rani Jhansi has become a symbol 
of courage, Abbakka, nearly 300 years her predecessor, has been 
largely forgotten by history. Available records and archives speaks 
of her as a  luminous personality of awesome valour and bravery.

Department of Posts is pleased to issue Commemorative 
Postage Stamp on Rani Abbakka Devi and salutes her valour and 
bravery, an everlasting inspiration for every Indian. 
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jkuh v cDdk nso h



jkuh vCcDdk nsoh
Hkkjr esa 16oha lnh esa iqrZxkfy;ksa ds vkus ds dkj.k rqyqukMq v'kkafr 

dk ,d cM+k {ks= cu x;kA ml le; ogka ds pkSng ls vf/kd mijktoa'kksa 
tSls cax] vftyl] pkSVk] lkoar vkfn esa vkilh la?k"kZ py jgk Fkk] rks ;g 
vifjgk;Z Fkk fd mUgsa ;wjksih; 'kfä;ksa ds f[kykQ Hkh ;q) djuk iM+kA cax 
jktoa'k ds jktuhfrd dsaæ csyrkax<h] mfIiuaxMh] uankojk vkSj eaxykSj Fks 
vkSj pkSVk jktoa'k ds dsaæ mYyky] iqfFkxs vkSj ewMfcnjh FksA mYyky {ks= 
ds pkSVk 12oha lnh ds nkSjku lÙkk esa vk,A 

cM+h jkuh vCcDdk nsoh ¼1554&1588½ vkSj mudh csVh] NksVh jkuh 
vCcDdk nsoh ¼1594&1640½ ds uke Hkkjrh; bfrgkl ds pedrs flrkjksa dh 
rjg gSaA cM+h jkuh vCcDdk nsoh dk fookg dkejk; f}rh; ds lkFk gqvk 
vkSj mudh csVh ;qok jkuh vCcDdk nsoh dk fookg y{eIik caxjklk prqFkZ 
ds lkFk gqvkA dkejk; vkSj y{eIik nksuksa gh cax jktoa'k ls rkYyqd j[krs 
FksA eka&csVh dh ;g tksM+h 'kkludyk ,oa dwVuhfr ds lkFk&lkFk ;q)
dyk esa Hkh vR;ar fuiq.k Fkha vkSj viuh çtk ds chp yksdfç; FkhaA tc 
cax jktoa'k us iqrZxkfy;ksa ds lkeus ?kqVus Vsd fn, vkSj mudh v/khurk 
Lohdkj djus ds QyLo:i fj;klr ds jktLo dk ,d fgLlk dj ds :i 
esa vnk djus ds fy, rS;kj gks x,] rc cM+h jkuh vCcDdk nsoh us bldk 
fojks/k fd;kA cM+h jkuh vCcDdk nsoh viuh vafre lkal rd iqrZxkfy;ksa dk 
çfrjks/k djrh jgha vkSj ;qok jkuh vCcDdk nsoh us bl tax dks tkjh j[kk 
vkSj viuh eka ds LoIu dks iwjk fd;kA

y{eIik caxjklk vkSj ;qok vCcDdk ds chp iqrZxkfy;ksa dks dj vnk 
djus ds fo"k; ij erHksn bl gn rd c<+ x;k fd ;qok vCcDdk us vius 
rhuksa cPpksa ds lkFk eaxykSj fLFkr vius ifr dk egy NksM+ fn;k vkSj viuh 
eka ls fojklr esa feyh mYyky dh jktxíh laHkkyhA jkuh vCcDdk us dj 
vnk djus dh ctk, iqrZxkfy;ksa dk ;q) esa lkeuk djus dk QSlyk fy;kA

;g ;q) yacs le; rd pykA o"kZ 1617 esa] tc iqrZxkfy;ksa us vCcDdk 
ds ,d O;kikfjd tgkt dks lÅnh vjc tkrs le; ywV fy;k] rks og cgqr 
T;knk Øq) gks xbZaA bl ?kVuk ds ifj.kkeLo:i o"kZ 1618 esa iqrZxkfy;ksa ds 
f[kykQ ,d cM+k ;q) yM+k x;kA bl ;q) esa jkuh vCcDdk dks dSykM+k ds 
osadVIik uk;d dh enn feyh] tks iqrZxkfy;ksa vkSj cax dks viuk nq'eu 
ekurs FksA 1618 esa gq, bl ;q) esa jkuh vCcDdk us vius NksVs ls lSU; cy 
ds ne ij varjjk"Vªh; Lrj ij [;kfr çkIr iqrZxkyh ukSlsuk dks cqjh rjg 
ijkLr dj fn;kA bl ;q) esa iqrZxkyh ukSlsuk ds nks çeq[k vf/kdkjh fejkaMk 
vkSj Mhesyks tku cpkdj Hkkx fudysA 

;g [kcj ;wjksi esa taxy dh vkx dh rjg QSy xbZA bl ;q) ds ckn 
rVh; {ks= iqrZxkfy;ksa ds dCts ls dekcs'k eqä gks x;kA

Qkjl ds jktk 'kkg vCckl ds lq>ko ij bVyh ds ;k=h fi,Vªks MYyk 

osy o"kZ 1623 esa jkuh vCcDdk ls feyus mYyky vk,A og jkuh vCcDdk 
ls ekusy esa gqbZ viuh eqykdkr ls cgqr çHkkfor ,oa çsfjr gq,A bl [kkl 
,oa fof'k"V eqykdkr dk o.kZu muds ;k=k o`rkar esa miyC/k gSA ;fn jkuh 
vCcDdk us viuh dq'ky ;q)uhfr ls iqrZxkfy;ksa dks ijkftr ugha fd;k 
gksrk] rks Hkkjr ij vaxzstksa dh ctk, iqrZxkfy;ksa dk 'kklu gksus dh cM+h 
laHkkouk gksrhA

jkuh vCcDdk vius ;q) dkS'ky vkSj 'kklu&dyk ds fy, ftruh 
lq~çfl) Fkha] mruh gh os viuh çtk ds çfr çse] lq'kklu vkSj U;k; ds 
fy, Hkh tkuh tkrh FkhA rqyqok dh Hkwfe ls rkYyqd j[kus okyh og ,slh 
vlk/kkj.k ohj efgyk Fkh] ftu ij laiw.kZ ns'k dks xoZ gSA mYyky tSlh 
,d NksVh lh fj;klr dh jkuh gksus ds ckotwn] mUgksaus ;wjksfi;u 'kfä;ksa 
ds f[kykQ ;q) djus dk lkgl dj iqrZxkfy;ksa dks ijkftr fd;kA blfy, 
;g dguk fcYdqy lgh gksxk fd ohjkaxuk jkuh vCcDdk] ;wjksfi;u 'kfä;ksa 
ds f[kykQ ;q) djus okyh igyh Hkkjrh; Lora=rk lsukuh gSaA

iqrZxkfy;ksa us jk.kuhfrd :i ls egRoiw.kZ mYyky ij dCtk djus ds 
vusd ç;kl fd,] ysfdu jkuh vCcDdk us muds gj geys dk iwjs lkgl 
vkSj prqjkbZ ls lkeuk djrs gq, mls foQy dj fn;kA jkuh vCcDdk dh 
dgkuh yksdxhrksa vkSj yksdfç; yksd ukVî:i] ;{kxku rFkk Hkwr vjk/kuk 
¼,d çdkj dk vuq"Bkfud yksd u`R;] ftlesa vopsrukoLFkk esa vCcDdk 
nsoh dh xkFkkvksa dk o.kZu fd;k tkrk gS½ ds ek/;e ls ih<+h&nj&ih<+h pyh 
vk jgh gSA lkaoyh vkSj vkd"kZd O;fäRo dh /kuh jkuh vCcDdk lnSo gh 
,d vke xzkeh.k efgyk dh rjg lk/kkj.k iks'kkd esa jgrh FkhaA ?kksM+s ij 
'kku ls lokj jkuh vCcDdk viuh fj;klr esa nsj jkr rd U;k; djus ds 
dke esa yxh jgrhA

;|fi jkuh vCcDdk ,d NksVh lh fj;klr mYyky dh jkuh Fkh] 
ysfdu og vius vnE; lkgl vkSj ns'kHkfä ds fy, tkuh tkrh gSaA tgka 
,d vksj >kalh dh jkuh ohjrk ,oa lkgl dh çrhd ds :i esa tkuh tkrh 
gSa] ogha muls yxHkx 300 o"kZ iwoZ viuh cgknqjh dk ijpe ygjk pqdh 
iwoZorhZ vCcDdk dks bfrgkl us dkQh gn rd Hkqyk fn;k gSA miyC/k 
fjdkMZ vkSj çkphu nLrkost jkuh vCcDdk dks 'kkS;Z ,oa ohjrk dh /kuh 
O;fäRo ds :i esa c;ka djrs gSaA 

Mkd foHkkx] çR;sd Hkkjrh; ds fy, çsj.kk dh lzksr jkuh vCcDdk nsoh 
dh cgknqjh vkSj 'kwjohjrk dks lyke djrs gq, mu ij Lekjd Mkd&fVdV 
tkjh djrs gq, çlUurk dk vuqHko djrk gSA
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